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Our panel also did not include a formal patient 
advisory structure, which means that patient and 
caregiver perspectives, while present through lay 
expert panelists, were not systematically integrated 
into the governance of the process itself. In a field 
where patient-reported outcomes are increasingly 
recognized as central to quality measurement, that 
is a gap worth addressing in future iterations of this 
work.

A Mandate For Research
Despite these limitations, we believe the 23 
ranked priorities produced by this exercise are in 
the genuine public good. They give researchers a 
mandate, funders a roadmap and Wounds Canada 
and its member organizations a defensible basis 
for strategic investment. They also give clinicians 
who want to contribute to the evidence base a 
clear signal about where that contribution is most 
needed.

The challenge now is to use them. Research 
priority lists have a way of being published and 
then sitting on a shelf while the field continues to 
work on whatever was already funded. The priorities 
we identified will only matter if they are actively 
connected to grant competitions, journal calls, 
fellowship training and the advocacy conversations 
that happen between wound care organizations and 
government. That work belongs to all of us.

Ahmed Kayssi MD DrPH FRCSC FACS is with the Division of 
Vascular Surgery, University of Toronto, Toronto, Ontario, Canada, 
and a member of the Wounds Canada Board of Directors.
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