
Café Session 4
Our fourth Policy Cafe topic was presented by 
Dr. Kathleen Stevens, Executive Board Member 
of the Canadian Association of Foot Care Nurses/
Association Canadienne des Infirmières et Infirmiers 
en Soins de Pieds (CAFCN/ACIISP). Kathleen is a 
Professor of Nursing at Memorial University, St. 
John’s Newfoundland and Labrador. Kathleen’s 
topic was: Towards Canadian Nurses Association 
(CNA) Certification in Advanced Foot Care Nursing: 
Advocating for excellence in advanced foot care 
nursing (AFCN) across Canada. 

The problem which the CAFCN/ACIISP has tackled 
is the lack of standardization for certification of 
advanced foot care nurses (AFCNs), which has 
implications for patient safety, as it is difficult to 
identify a qualified AFCN. The objective was to 
support certification development, implementation, 
coordination and evaluation of programs for AFCNs. 
To create this process, policy advocacy skills were 
demonstrated by both CAFCN/ACIISP and CNA. 
CAFCN/ACIISP developed a Competency Framework 
through member survey, input, presentation and 
revisions. 

From the CNA policy perspective, collaboration 
and communication with the CAFCN/ACIISP ensured 
alignment of the code of ethics and standards of 
practice for all regulatory designation of nurses, and 
the standards of practice required by the provincial 
and territorial regulatory bodies. The outcome of this 
policy advocacy is that a CNA Portfolio Certification 
for Advanced Foot Care Nurses will be launched in 
early 2026.
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