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ADVANCING COLLABORATIVE PRACTICE 
IN ALBERTA

Presenter: Kimberly Nickoriuk, BN RN 
Summary: Heather Ibbetson, BN BA

Kimberly Nickoriuk discussed wound care plans 
and their many components. Some of these include 
pathophysiology, governance and policies, skin and 
wound products, clinical practice resources and the 
interdisciplinary team. Evidence-based care is often 
strict, informal and inflexible in its use of guidelines. 
Evidence-informed care plans are adaptable to chan-
ges in key factors. Person-centred care involves the 
patient as a participant in the care-planning process.

She focused on a survey completed in Alberta that 
found five different zones with five different systems. 
These systems were disconnected from one another 
and had no core education or minimum standards, 
no clearly defined interdisciplinary roles, and mul-
tiple streams and core documents. To address these 
disconnects, the provincial wound and skin care 
product formulary was streamlined, a provincial Skin 
and Wound Committee was established and con-
nections were made with strategic clinical networks. 
Clinical care topics were also added to the wound 
care and prevention CCT. 

She highlighted how collecting data from paper-
based forums is time-consuming and inaccurate. 
Instead, a website, MyAHS Connect, allows patients 
to connect with care teams. Through this site, care 
can be provided in collaboration "with" patients 
instead of “for” patients.

Key Points
•	 Evidence-informed care plans are adaptable to fac-

tors that can change.
•	 Person-centred care is essential, and the patient 

should be involved in establishing goals, defining 
roles, and in building meaningful relationships 
with the team members.

•	 In Alberta, a survey found five different zones with 
five different systems—a situation that was rem-
edied through province-wide initiatives. 
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Innovative Technology for Advanced Wound Care Treatment
The dermaPACE® System is based on SANUWAVE’s proprietary Pulsed Acoustic Cellular 
Expression (PACE®) Technology. PACE® is the newest generation of pressure focused 
shockwave technology utilizing electrohydraulic shockwave principle to elicit a cellular 
response. Clinical evidence shows that PACE® technology demonstrates beneficial effects 
in wound healing.  The dermaPACE® System is the only shockwave system cleared for 
wound care and subcutaneous soft tissue treatment.

   INTERNATIONAL INDICATIONS FOR USE

Diabetic Ulcers   Pressure Ulcers
Venous & Arterial Ulcers  Ischemic Ulcers
Post-traumatic Wounds  Skin Conditions
Post-operative Wound Healing Defects Deep Partial Thickness Burns
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