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In 2015, Parfitt met the 68-year-old male with 
diabetes with elevated A1c, coronary artery dis-
ease (CAD), atrial fibrillation (AF), high body mass 
index (BMI), venous stasis and recurrent cellulitis. 
He used a motorized scooter following a compli-
cated coronary artery bypass graft 15 years prior. 
He had a history of pressure injuries related to car-
diac surgery complications, but these had healed. 
In 2015 he had a small venous ulcer; compression 
and outpatient wound care were recommended. 
The wound healed, but he experienced progressive 
venous stasis changes. 

In 2016, he sustained a collision with a vehicle 
while using his scooter and developed a large lacer-
ation to his left lower leg. This evolved into skin 
necrosis that was debrided by a plastic surgeon and 
healed within a few months. 

In 2017, the patient presented with sepsis, and 
Group B Streptococcus were found in his blood cul-
tures. He also had lymphangitic changes on his right 
leg. He was seen by a vascular surgeon, and the 

arterial investigations were reassuring. At this point 
he was using Velcro compression devices at home, 
although there was some concern about adherence 
and it was noted that he slept in a recliner.  

In 2019, he presented with cellulitis in his right 
leg and lymphatic change. Around this time he 
experienced multiple hospitalizations due to lower 
gastrointestinal bleeding, chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease exacerbation and pneumonia. 
Later that year, he had multiple ER visits due to cel-
lulitis of the right lower leg that was complicating 
now-chronic wounds. To prevent more ER visits, the 
team moved to a pre-emptive approach with anti-
biotics. Challenges with home care included diffi-
culty donning and doffing compression, low adher-
ence and difficulty for his wife as primary caregiver 
due to significant arthritis in her fingers and full-
time employment. As confidence in the treatment 
plan was lost, little healing occurred. In October 
2019, he was hospitalized with an infected wound 

25 years ago, we created AQUACEL® dressings, with our groundbreaking Hydrofiber® Technology.
Every year since, we have strived to keep innovating and have been with you in over 90 countries  
around the world supporting the healing journey of over 100 million patients.1

Above all, we are proud to be with you.

… you had the confidence her wound was healing

Hear more of the AQUACEL® story at convatec.ca
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