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purposes of collecting administrative health 
data is to inform resource utilization and surveil-
lance. Database administrators in Canada use 
predefined classification codes to register con-
ditions, and this may not be precise enough for 
the wound types or stages.41 A wound remains a 
wound, and the etiology is then less important in 
a billing code system. This is why it is also import-
ant to conduct data-quality studies to remain 
informed about the strengths and limitation of 
the data in order to produce unbiased results.41 

Done correctly, administrative data analysis may 
serve to identify the magnitude of prevalence and 
monitor annual trends to inform quality-of-care 
evaluations. To evaluate data within the same 
institution or to make comparisons between insti-
tutions, data must be sufficiently standardized 
and their quality needs to be comparable across 
jurisdictions. The concept of data quality is then 
both relative and multidimensional.41 The CIHI 
data quality framework encompasses concepts 
of accuracy, timeliness, comparability, usability 

and relevance,42 but other organizations such as 
the Public Health Agency of Canada or Statistics 
Canada are using different data quality frame-
works.41 

Another relevant way to access wound data is 
by working closely with teams in specialty wound 
clinics. In Ontario, an analysis of non-healing 
wound management outlined 49 teams that dealt 
with wounds in a population sample size esti-
mated at 12,028,905 and provided many relevant 
data for wound management.43 It estimated that 
teams see an average of 579 patients per year, 
and their results have shown that the majority 
of wounds treated are non-healing: 45% diabetic 
foot ulcers, 15% pressure injuries and 13% venous 
ulcers.43 A study that put forward a multi-disci-
plinary approach to non-healing wounds in 
Newfoundland and Labrador demonstrated that 
venous leg ulcers and pressure injuries were the 
dominant wound etiology.44 Moreover, some clin-
ics may have internal registries that code wound 
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