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many interdisciplinary teams, there was a delay 
in referrals. The Fast-Track Pathway for Diabetic 
Foot Ulceration was distributed to general phys-
icians, first in the United Kingdom and then 
across Europe. The tool has three pathways, which 
include improving healing time, salvaging limbs 
and reducing mortality rates. Unfortunately, pan-
demic impacts led to a rise in amputation rates. 
COVID-19 patients required hospital beds usually 
used for patients with diabetes. 

The comorbidities of COVID-19 and diabetes 
have also become a concern. To address the pos-
sible domino effect from COVID-19, there needs 
to be a change to early detection. This will pre-
vent additional hospitalizations on overburdened 
health-care systems. Three initiatives have been 
effective in France, the UK and the Netherlands. 
•	 In France, there was a communication network 

for open centres and available health-care 
workers. France also outlined what pathologies 
should be referral to which specialists. 

•	 The United Kingdom has focused on continuity 
in transmural care. This initiative ensures that 
every patient with diabetes knows where to go 
to access foot care at all times, and also high-
lighted the importance of having podiatrists 
and nurse specialists in proximity to patients. 

•	 In the Netherlands, an app was created with a 
learning program for foot care. It had an alarm 
to remind patients to check their feet and 
offered the appropriate resources to support 
patient and family empowerment and self-care. 

United States
Lee Rogers discussed the impact of COVID-19 on 
diabetic foot pathways and how to triage diabetic 
foot patients based on frameworks in the U.S., 
where, like elsewhere, the pandemic has caused a 
disruption of care. In the U.S., wound care centres 
were closed despite being an essential service. 
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