
Steps Toward CNA Certification
To attain CNA certification, specialty areas must 
follow this three-step process:

1.  The group must be recognized by the 
CNA as a specialty. 

CAET members were officially recognized by the 
CNA for their nursing specialty first in 2007, and 
then, after reassessment, they achieved a second 
recognition in spring 2017.

All registered nurses working in specialty prac-
tice areas must continue to adhere to the overall 
licensure, education and practice requirements of 
their respective provincially or territorially regis-
tered nursing regulatory body. Subsequently, the 
following nine criteria must be met to be defined 
as a nursing specialty practice area:3

Health-Care System Need and Demand: There 
must be a significant and evidence-based 
Canadian population need and demand for the 
specialty practice, thus requiring nurses with 
specific knowledge and skills. 

 Specialized Function: The specialization must 
represent an identifiable field of nursing prac-
tice that requires specific additional knowledge, 
skills and judgement that is distinct from other 
clinical nurse practice areas.  

Specialty Association: The specialty practice 
is organized and represented by a national 
Canadian specialty association (who are mem-
bers of or are eligible to become members 
of the CNA’s Canadian Network of Nursing 
Specialties).  

National Representation: There must be nurses 
from four or more provinces or territories who 
are members of the specialty association.  

Standards of Practice: Standards define the 
specialty nursing practice and aim to foster 
continuing competence in the specialty as a 
prerequisite for the delivery of safe, ethical care. 
The standards aim to inspire excellence in prac-
tice and commitment to the ongoing develop-
ment of that specialty of nursing. These stan-
dards are reviewed every two years to reflect 
current practice.  

Do you  
have a  
taste for 
Knowledge?
Attend the largest wound conference in Canada
This will be an accredited four-day multi-disciplinary continuing education event 
designed to support health-care professionals who work with patients with wounds 
or who are at risk for developing wounds. Find out more: www.woundscanada.ca.
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Wounds Canada is the leading wound-related knowledge mobilization organization in Canada.

https://www.woundscanada.ca/health-care-professional/education-health-care-professional/fall-conference
http://www.woundscanada.ca

